
San Francisco Firefighters’ Toy Program History 
 

• SFFD Toy program started in 1949 with a few firefighters fixing broken bikes to what it 
has evolved to now, the largest Firefighter Toy Program in the U.S. 

• The SFFD Toy Program receives over 40,000 family applications from one to multiple 
children per household, ranging in age from infants thru 13 yr olds. Most families have 
more then one child. 

• Those annual holiday applications do not include the shelters, schools, burn units, 
pediatric AIDS wards, cancer units, and families burned out that the firefighters see first-
hand on any given day.  Example:  A child a few months ago got her foot caught in 
spokes of bike.  The family called the fire department to assist the child and they had to 
cut the bike to remove.  As it turned out, the entire family used the same bike.  Those 
firefighters contacted the Toy Program and all children in the family (5) were fitted with 
the correct size bike.   
 

Donation Suggestions  

1. Ethnic Dolls - We believe in raising self-esteem and cultural awareness in our youth. 
#everygirldeservestohaveadollthatlookslikeher 

2. Cultural Books- When children have the opportunity to see characters in books that they 
can relate to, it makes them feel good about themselves. 

3. Sports Items- Basketballs, Footballs, Kick-Balls, Soccer Balls, Tennis Racquets, and Tennis 
Balls 

4. Board Games and Puzzles - These give children a chance to play and interact with their 
friends 

5. Arts and Crafts Items- Jewelry Making Kits, Markers, Crafts Kits, Paints 
6. Gifts for Teens- Gift Cards 
7. Bicycles- We hold an annual Bike Day where over 300 kids receive bicycles. 
8. New Stuffed Animals 
9. Remote Control Cars 
10. Learning Toys 
11. Baby Toys and Baby supplies. Wet-wipes, rattles, baby blankets 

For specific program questions, please contact  
Jill Peeler 
SF Firefighters Toy Program Event Coordinator 
2225 Jerrold Ave 
SF CA 94124 
415-602-8735 cell 
415-777-0440 office 
www.sffirefighterstoys.org  
 

http://www.sffirefighterstoys.org/

